
be drawn and general laws formulated. In spite of the short¬
comings here outlined, many teachers of physiology will be
grateful for having within easy reach so much of the physio¬
logic knoAvledge considered essential to medical education.

Miscellany
To Disguise Taste of Quinin.—Yvon writes to the Gaz. des

Hop. to the effect that a mixture of fat prevents the saliva
from dissolving quinin and thus disguises its taste in the
mouth. He mixes from 15 to 20 per cent, olive or vaselin oil
with the quinin after dissolving the oil in ether. The mixture
is then flavored with peppermint or some other aromatic oil;
the ether is alloAved to evaporate, and the mixture is taken
Avith water or some other fluid.

Clips in Appendix.—Potherat reported to the French So¬
ciété de Chirurgie the finding of tAvo Michel clips in the appen¬
dix in a case of perforating appendicitis. These little clips
(agrafes), are being extensively used to hold wound edges
together, to help in suturing or to take the place of a suture.
In the present case they had been used in a preceding opera¬
tion on this patient for the removal of an ovarian cyst. It was
not explained hoAV the clamps had reached the appendix.

Milk Diet in Scarlet Fever to Prevent Nephritis.—Ziegler
states that he has not had a single case of nephritis during
the last tAventy-one years among 231 children with scarlet
fever whom he kept on an exclusive milk diet. Before he
made this the rule he encountered nephritis in fully half of all
his cases of scarlet fever. During this period also he observed
9 cases of nephritis among 10 children who Avere not put on

the milk diet. His communication was originally published in
the Cbl. f. Kinderheilkunde last May.

Collodion When a Nail Is Being Thrown Off.—The painful-
ness of the loss of a nail can be prevented by applying collo¬
dion to the spot. It holds the old nail firmly in place and pro¬
tects the neAV nail tissue that is forming, while it does not
interfere with the growth of the latter. The Corr.-bl. f.
Schweiz. Aerzte for October 1 cites Porosz to the above effect,
adding his Avarning that the collodion must not be applied to
the skin, but merely to the bed of the nail.

Circumcision of Mohammedan Children.—The Constantinople
correspondent of the Lancet states that one of the curious acts
of benevolence which the Sultan exercises on festive occasions
is the circumcision of poor Mohammedan children at the ex¬

pense of his private purse. Recently about 3,000 children were

thus circumcised at the Hamidié Hospital. Every one of them
received also, after the performance of the religious operation,
presents from the Sultan. The operation was performed by
tAventy medical men in co-operation with the hodjas of the
Islam. The usual age at which Mohammedan children are cir¬
cumcised is 13 years, but this varies greatly according to cir¬
cumstances. It very frequently happens that Mussulmans
are subjected to the religious operation at the age of 20 years
and even later.

Swallowing Lint After Sharp Foreign Bodies.—A Russian
confrère,  . Otcheredin, writes to the Vratchebnaya Gazeta,
for September 3, that he succeeded in promoting the passage
and safe evacuation without apparent injury of two sharp
tacks SAvalloAved by a lad of 9. He fed the boy Avith a thick

potato gruel made Avith milk into which he stirred a large quan¬
tity of fresh lint from a clean rag. The child Avas brought to
him about fifteen minutes after the tacks had been SAvalloAved,
and about a glass and a quarter of this potato and lint puree
Avere ingested. Six hours later he Avas given tAvo tablespoon-
fuls of castor oil. The tAvo tacks enveloped in lint were found
in his stool the same evening. In this country slippery elm
bark has been used with success. The lint is a valuable idea,
especially for young children.

Exanthem a Natural Revulsion.—Einisse Avrites to the
Vratchebnaya Gazeta of August 13 to suggest that the exanthem
of the eruptive fevers, etc., may be merely a means of revulsion
adopted by nature. The eruption should be promoted in every
way to favor hyperemia of the skin. He has found the best

measure for the purpose is to Avrap the patient in a blanket
after a Avarm bath. In two cases of erythema nodosum he
noted that the intense painfulness of the joints subsided as
the eruption of an intercurrent scarlet fever developed. The
symptoms in another patient simulated those of appendicitis,
but they all vanished as a measles eruption appeared. Th·
benefit from an intercurrent eruptiA'e affection in certain dis¬
eases is a familiar fact, and is probably the result of the
exanthem Avhich nature uses as a revulsive measure.

Queries and Minor Notes

PHYSICIANS' CARDS IN NEWSPAPERS.
Here is another amusing card to add to those already reproduced

in these columns. We have substituted other names for the real
ones.

DR. J. MARK DOE,
Physician and Surgeon.

Office at Four Corners. Open Day and Night.
Medicines, Fruit and Candy,

Notions and Sundries.
Soft Drinks, Canned Goods

and Lunch, etc.
Sherington, Daconsota.

This appeared in a weekly paper in a small inland hamlet in one
of the northern states. The population of the place is perhaps not
sufficient to support a physician, a druggist, a confectioner, a dry-
goods merchant, a grocer and a restauranteur separately.

MEDICAL RECIPROCITY.
Dr. N. K., after reading the letter from Dr. Aronson, in The

Journal, October 21, p. 1261, was reminded of a case in which
reciprocity was strongly Indicated, but was not forthcoming, and
which, in 'his        , shows how unjust are the laws under
which some medical examining boards have to operate. The
candidate, aged 49, has been an honorable practitioner of medi¬
cine for the last twenty-seven years, is a graduate of two prom¬
inent medical schools, has been in continued practice since grad¬
uation, and, although his time was very much taken up "relieving
suffering and prolonging life." he found enough time to keep up
with the times by reading good medical journals and standard
text-books, etc. In order to regain his lost health, due to long
years of country practice, he decided to change climate, and
went to a certain western state that requires an examination,
or will reciprocate with certain other states, providing the candi¬
date has a certificate "by examination" from one of these states.
This candidate prepared for the examination for three months.
During this time he practiced under a temporary certificate, but
to his sorrow, after the examination, learned that he, like the
fair flower, had been "plucked." This means three more months
ot hard work, and should he fail again, a move to another, perhaps
more merciful, state. Of the recent graduate, who should, and
easily can, pass examinations, this board requires none, provid¬
ing the candidate once took an examination before a board recip¬
rocating with this one. As examinations in nearly all states are
recent requirements, it gives the old man, who has devoted his
life to others, the "double cross." In other words, concludes our

correspondent, the one of whom he writes was careless in the selec¬
tion of his parents ; he was born too soon.

DISPOSAL OF WASTE.

-

III., Oct. 20, 1905.
To the Editor:—Can you advise me of sources of information

on the disposal of garbage and other refuse matter, incinerators,
etc.? S. C.

Answer.—The results of American, experience are embodied In
the reports and papers of the American Public Health Associa¬
tion during the last few years. The "Report of the Committee
on Disposal of Garbage and Refuse" in 1897-98 and that in 1902
are especially valuable. In the "Proceedings of the Twenty-ninth
Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association (Buf¬
falo, 1901), are two important papers on refuse disposal in the
District of Columbia and in Boston. For publications of this
body, if not accessible in libraries within reach, address the sec¬

retary, Dr. Charges O. Probst, Columbus, Ohio. Reference may
also be made to a paper on "Incineration and Cremation of
Waste," in Municipal Neivs (Municipal News Assoc, 309 Broad¬
way, New York), Sept. 25, 1905, in which statements are made
concerning the present methods of garbage disposal in a number
of American cities.
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